18 Februari/ 1836.— 6 Will. IV. 




(Ireland.) 



B I L L 

To provide for the Relief and Employ men t of 
the Destitute Poor in Ireland. 



[Note.: The Words printed in Italics arc proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



^ ^ ^ ^ ^ poor Persons in Ireland are frequently in 

danger of perishing from want of the necessaries of life, 
and it is expedient to provide a Remedy thereto, such as is by Law 
provided in England and Scotland for the Relief of the destitute Poor of 
5 those parts of the United Kingdom ; 31 S(l£ tt d&crffoi'P CEnactEti, by Tlie 
KING’S most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and L eiuporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
liament assembled, and by the Autliority of the same, THAT it shall 
be lawful for His Majesty, His heirs and successors, by Warrant under 
10 the Royal Sign Manual, to a[)point Three fit Persons to be Commis- 
sioners to carry this Act into execution, and also from time to time, 
at pleasure, to remove any of tiie Commissioners for the time being, 
and upon every or any vacancy in the said number of Commissioners, 
either by removal or by death or otlierwise, to 'appoint some other fit 
15 Person to the said Office ; and until such appointment it shall be lawful 
for the surviving or continuing Commissioners or Commissioner to act as 
if no such vacancy iiad occurred. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners simll 
be styled ^‘The Poor Law Comidissioners for Ireland;” and 
20 the said Commissioners, or any 7 wo of them, may sit, iir the City 
of Dublin, from time to lime as they deem expedient, as a Board 
of Commissioners for carrying this Act into execuiion ; and the said 
Commissioners acting as such Board shall be and are hereby em- 
powered, by Summons under their hands and seal, to require the 
attendance of all such Persons as they may think fit to call before 
3 ®' -A- them 
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tiieiii upon any question or imiUef coiineded with ov relating to 
the aflmiiiistiatiou of Relief to the Poor of Ireland; and also to make 
nny inquiries and require any ansn'er or returns as to any such 
question or matter; and also to udinini.slcr oaths, and examine all such 
Persons upon cutb, and to require and enforce tlic production, upon 5 
oath, of hooks, contracts, agreements, accounts and wiitings, or copies 
thereof respectively, in anywise relating to any sudi question or matter ; 
or, in lieu of requiring such oalli as aforesaid, thcisaid Coininissioners 
may, if they think lit, require any siicii Person to make and subscribe 
a declaration of the truth of the matters respecting which be shall lo 
have been or shall be so examined: Piovidetl always, That no such 
Person shall he rcapiircd, in obedience lo any such suimnons, to- go or 
travel more than 'Jen Miles from the ])lucc of his abode: Provided 
also, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be deemed to 
extend, to authorize or empower the said Commissioners to act as a 15 
Court of Record, or to require tlic pruilnction of the title, or of any 
papers or writings relating to the title, of any lands, tenements or 
hereditaments not being the property of any Parish or (Jnion, or of 
any Corporation established for clmritubio [lurposcs. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said (.Commissioners shall cause 20 
to he made a Seal of the said Poanl, and shall cause to be sealed or 
stamped therewith all Rules, Orders and Regulations made by the 
said Commissioners in pursuance of this Act; and all such Rules, 
Orders and Regulations, or Copies thereof, purporting to be sealed or 
stamped with the Seal of the said Hoard, shall be received as evidence 25 
of tlie same respectively, without any further proijf thereof; and no 
sucR Rule, Order or Regulation, or Copy ihoreol, slmli be valid or 
have any force or effect unless the same shall be so scaled or stamped 
as aforesaid. 

, And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall make 30 
a Record of their proceeding.^, in which shall ho entered in writing 
a reference to every Letter received, from whence, its date, the date 
of its reception, and the subject to whicli it relates, aiul a Minute of 
every Letter written or Order given by the said CommLsioner?, whe- 
ther in answer to such Letters received or otherwise, with the date of 35 
the same, and a Minute of the Opiniem of each of the Members of the 
Board of Commissioners, in case they should finallv differ in opinion, 
upon any Order to be given or other proceeding of the Board ; and such 
Record shall be submitted to One of Ills Majesty’s Ih'in.cipal Secretaries 
of Slate once in every year, or as often as he shall require the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, once 
in every year, submit to One of the Principal Secretaries of_ State a 
General Report of their proceedings ; and every such General Report 
shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament within ■ i>i.v Weeks 
after the receipt of the same by such Principal .Secretary of State, it 

ihivliameiit 
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Parlisimeul b 8 then sitting, or if Parliament be not sitting, lljen within 
Siv Weeks after the next meeting thereof. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners sliall from 
time to time, at such times as any One of liis Majesty’s Principal 
5 Secretaries of State shall direct, give l.u the Principal Secretary of State 
requiring the same such information respecting tlicir proceedings, or any 
part thereof, as the said Principal Secretary of State shall require. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and 
they arc hereby empou’ered from time to time to appoint such Persons 
10 as they may think fit to be Assistant Commissioners for carrying this 
Act into execution, at such places and in such manner as the said 
Commissioners may direct, and to remove such Assistant Commissioners, 
or any of them, at their discretion, and on every or any vacancy in 
the said Office of Assistant Commissioner, by removal or b)’- death or 
15 otlierwise, to appoint, if they see fit, some other Person to the said 
Office : Provided always, That it shall not be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners to appoint more than Nine such Assistant Commissioners to 
act at any one time, unless the Ivord High Treasurer, or the Commis- 
sioners of Ills Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, or any Tlivec or 
20 more of them, slmll consent to the appointment of a greater number. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Commissioner or Assistant Com- 
missioner appointed as aforesaid shall, during his continuance in such 
appointment, be capable of being elected or sitting as a Member of the 
House of Commons. 

2,5 And be it turthcr Enacted, That the said Commissioners may and 
they are hereby empowered from time to time to appoint a Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary or Secretaries, and all such Clerks, Mcsscngei's and 
Officers as they shall deem necessary, and from time to time, at the 
discretion of the said Commissioners, to remove such Secretary, Assistant 
3 ^ Secretary or Secretaries, Clerks, Messengers and Officers, or any of 
them, and to appoint others in their stead: Provided always, That the 
amount of the Salaries of such Secretary, Assistant Secretary or Secre- 
taries, Clerks, Messengers and Officers shall froin time to time be regu- 
lated by the Lord High Treasurer, or the Commissioners of Tlis 
35 ^fajesty’s Treasury, or any Three or more of them. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Commissioner to be appointed 
by His Majesty, nor any Assistant Commissioner, Secretary, or other 
Officer or Person to be appointed by the said Commissioners, -under 
and by virtue of the provisions of this Act, shall continue to hold his 
respective Office or exercise any of the Powers given by this Act for 
a longer period than Five Years next after the day of the passing of this 
■ 56. A 2 Act, 
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Act, and tliencefovtii until tlie end of the then next Session of Parliament; 
and from and after the expiration of the said period of Five Years, and 
of the then next Session of Parliament, so much of liiis Act as enables 
His Majesty to appoint any Commissioner or Commissioners shall 
cease to operate or have any effect wlmtever. ^ 

And be it further Enacted, That every Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner to be appointed from time to time as aforesaid shall, 
before he shall enter upon the executiuii of his oflice, take the follow- 
ing Oath before one of the Judges of His Majesty’s Courts of King's 
Bench or Common Picas, or one of the Barons of the Court of lo 
Exchequer ; (that is to say) 

“ I, A. B. do svvear, That I will faithfully, impartially and honestly, 
according lo the Lest of iny skill tmd judgment, execute and 
fulfil all the Powers and Duties of a Commissioner [or, Assistant 
Commissioner, as the case may be,] under an Act passed in 15 
the of the reign of King Wij.liam the Fourth, 

intituled, [here set fortli the Title of tliis Act.]” 

And the appointment of every such Commissioner and Assistant Com- 
missioner, together w’ith the time when, and the Judge or Baron before 20 
whom he shall have taken the Oath afore.said, shall be fortljuith published 
in the nubliti Gazette ; and a Notification of such appointment and 
of the taking of such Oalli shall from lime to time he sent, under the 
hands and seal of the said Conmiissioners, to the Irish Officer, who 
shall and is hereby required, as soon as conveniently may be, to cause the 25 
same to be advertised once in some newspaper published or circulated 
in sucli County ; and such Notification as aforesaid shall be kept and 
preserved by such Irish Oiliccr with the Rccoi'ds of such County. 

And be it further Enacted, Tliat it shall be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners to delegate to their Assistant CloamiLssioners, or to any of 3t> 
them, such of the powers and authorities berehy given to the said 
Commissioners (except the powers to make C^enural Rules) as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit; and the powers and autliorities so 
delegated, and the delegation thereof, shall be notified in such manner, 
and such povvers'and authorities shall be exercised at such places, for g5 
such periods, and under such circumstances, and subject to such regula- 
tions as the said Commissioners • shall direct; and the said Commis- 
sioners may at any time revoke, recall, alter or vary all or any of the 
powei's and authorities M'hich shall be so delegated us aforesaid, and, 
notwithstanding the delegation thereof, may act as if no such dclega- 40 
tion had been made ; and the said Assistant Commissioners may and 
are hereby empowered to summon before them such Persons as they 
may think necessary for the purpose of being examined upon oath, 

(which 
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(wliicli oatli such Assistant Coinmissioners are hereby empowered lo ad- 
luinister) upon any tiucstion or matter relating to the Poor or their 
Relief, or for the purpose of procUicing and verifying upon oath any 
books, contracts, agreements, accounts and writings, or copies of 
5 the same, in anywise relating to such question or matter, and not 
relating to or involving any question of title to any lands, tenements 
or hereditaments not being the property of any Parish or Union, or of any 
Corporation established for charitable puj’poses, as such Assistant Com- 
missioners may think fit, but' so that no sucli Person shall' be required, in 
10 obcdieiK-e to any such Summons, to go or travel more than Tm Miles 
from the place of his abode : Provided nevertheless, That in lieu of re- 
quiring such oath as aforesaid, the said Assistant Commissioners may, if 
they think fit, require such Person to make and subscribe a declaration 
of the truth of the matters respecting which he shall have been or shall 
15 be so examined ; and all Summonses and Orders made by any such 
Assistant Commissioner, in pursuance or exercise of such delegated 
povvei’s and authorities, shall be obeyed, performed and carried into 
effect by all Persons as if such Summons or Order had been the Sum- 
mons or Order of the said Commissioners, and the breach, non-observance 
20 or non-performance thereof shall be puuisliable in like manner. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person, upon any examina- 
tion under the authority of this Act, shall wilfully and corruptly give 
false evidence, he shall be deemed guilty of Perjury ; and if any Person 
sliall make or subscribe a false declaration, he shall, on being convicted 
t25 thereof, suffer the pains and penalties of Peijiny; and if any Person 
shall wiltully refuse to attend in obedience to any Summons of any Com- 
missioner or Assistant Commissioner, or to give evidence, or sliall wil- 
fully alter, suppress, conceal, destroy or lefuse to jrroduce any books, 
contracts, agreements, accounla and writings, or copies of the same, 
30 which may be so required to be produced before the said Commis- 
sioners 01’ Assistant Commissioners, cvei'y Person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a 3Ih-(kmemor. 

And be it further Enacted, I'hat it shall be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners, in any case where they see fit, to order and allow such 
35 expenses of Witnesses, and of or attending the production of any 
books, contracts, agreements, accounts or writings, or copies thereof, 
to or before the said Coiriinlssioneis or Assistant Commissioners, 
as such Commissioners may deem reasonable, to be paid as follows; 
(that is to say) out of the Poor Hates of ‘the respective District 
40 which, in the opinion of the said Commissioners, shall be interested 
or concerned in such attendance or production respectively, in all cases 
in which such Witnesses shall not go or travel more than Ten Miles 
from the respective District which shall be interested or concerned 
as aforesaid; and in all other cases, the expenses so ordered or 
36. A 3 allowed 
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atlowecl ssliall be deemed as part of the incidental expenses attending 
the execution of this Act, and be paid accordingly. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the passing of 
this Act, every District in Ireland, duly formed as hereinafter directed, 
shall be and is required to provide sullicieut Relief for such of its 5 
poor Iiihaijitants as may at any lime be in danger of [lerishing from 
wont of the necessaries of liie, and also to set to work such of the 
aforesaid poor Persons us arc capable ol labour, subject always to 
the direction and control of tlic saiil Gominissioners, and according 
to the Rules, Orders or Regulations ivliich the said Conimiasioners to 
may issue; and for executing the powers given to them by this 
Act, the said Commissioners shall and are hereby authorized and re- 
quired, from time to time as they shall see occasion, to make and issue 
all such Gcnenil Rules, Orders and Regulations for the Relief, Em- 
ployment and Management of the Poor in Ireland, and for the levy of 15 
the sums of Money necessary for such purpose, upon a fair estimate of 
the Rental or annual value of the Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments 
within the several Districts formed as aforesaid in Ireland, and for the 
guidance and control of all J 3 oards of Guardians, and Officers of 
Districts, so fur as relates to the Relief, Employment or Manage- 20 
ment of the Pool’, and to the levy of the sums necessary for such 
purposes, and for carrying this Act inlo execution in all other 
respects, as they shall tliink [iroper; niid the said Commissioners 
may, at their discretion, from time to lime suspend, alter or resciml such 
General Rules, - Orders and Regulations, or any of them : Provided 25 

always, That nothing in this Act contained shall he construed as 
enabling the said Commissioners, or any of them, to interfere in any 
individual case for the purpose of ordering Relief. 

And bo it further Enacted, That no Genera! Rule of the said Com- 
missioners shall operate or take elfect until the expiration of FortpDays 30 
after tlic same, or a (Jopy thereof, sliuU have been sent, signed and 
sealed by the said Commissioners, to One of His Majesty’s Principal 
Secrcturies of State, unless sucii Princijjal Secretary of State shall 
otherwise direct; and if at any time alter any such General Rule 
shall have been so sent to such Principal Secretary of State, His 35 
Majesty, with the advice of His Privy Council, shall disallow the same 
or any part thereof, such General Rule, or the part thereoi so disal- 
lowed, shall not come into operation, if sucli disallowance he notified to 
the said Commissioners at anytime during the said period- of -foHy 
Days, but if such disallowance be made at any lime after that period, .4^ 
such disallowance shall, by One of His Majesty’s Principal SecrclarieB 
of State, be notified to the said Commissioners i and from and aft<?*'such 
disallowance shall have been so notified, then such General Rule, so far as 
the same shall have been so disaliu\ved,. shall cease to operate, 

iiowcvcr 
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however and without prejudice to ail acts and transactions under or 
in virtue of the same previously to such disallowance having been so 
notified. 

And be it further Enacted, Thai all General Rules for the lime being 
5 in force at tlie commencemeiu of every Session of Parliamcnl, and 
which shall not previously have been submitted to Pailiainent, shall 
from time to time, within One Week after the commencement of every 
such Session, be laid by One of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
State before both Houses of Parliament 

10 And be it further Enacted, 'That a written or pi'inted Copy of every 
Rule, Order or Regulation of the said Cominissioncrs shall, before 
the same shall come into operation in any District, be sent by the 
said Commissioners by the Post, or in such manner .as the Com- 
missioners shall think fit, sealed or stamped with their seal, ad- 
15 dressed to the Guardians of such District, or their Clerk, and to the 
Clerk to the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Barony or district 
in which such District shall be situate; and such Guardians, or their 
Clerk, and Clerks to the Justices aforesaid, are hereby required to keep 
and preserve, notify and give publicity to such Rules, Ordei’s and Regu- 
20 latiuns, in such manner as the said Commissioners shall direct, and also 
to allow every Owner of Property, or his Agent, or any Rate-payer in 
every such District, to inspect the same at all reasonable times, 
free of any charge for such inspection, and to furnish Copies of the 
same, being paid for .such Copies at and after the rate of Three-pence 
25 for every Folio of Seventy-two words, and to allow Copies or Extracts 
thereof to be taken on being paid for so doing after the rale of T/n'ce- 
halfpence for every Folio of Seventy-two w-ords ; and in case any such 
Guardian, Clerk, or Clerk to the Justices, to whom such Rules, Orders 
or Regulations, or Copies thereof, shall be sent as aforesaid, shall 
30 neglect to keep and preserve, notify and give publicity to the same in 
the mode prescribed or directed by the said Commissioners, or shall 
refuse such inspection, or to furnish or allow such Copies thereof to be 
taken as aforesaid, every Person so offending shall for every such 
offence be subject and liable to a Penalty not exceeding the sum of 
35 Ten Pounds nor less than Forii/ Shillings, to be recoverable in the same 
manner as any penalties ai-e by this Act directed to be recovered : Pro- 
vided also, That if any such Rule shall, after the .same shall have come into 
operation, be disallowed in manner hereinbefore mentioned, or revoked 
by the said Commissioners, then and in every such case the said Com- 
40 missioners shall send by the Post, or in such , manner as they shall 
think lit, to every District affected by the said Rule, Notice of such 
disallowance or revocation; such Notice of disallowance or revoca- 
tion to be addressed, kept, preserved, notified und publicly inspected, 
and Copies thereof fumi.shed or iillowed to be taken, in such and the 
3 ^-. A 4 same 
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same manner and subject to the same penaUics as are hereinbefore 
mentioned respecting the Rules, Orders and Rcgulation.s of the said 
Commisaionrjrs. 



And he it further Enacted, 'J’hat no Order or Regulation made by 
any Assistant Commissioner shall be in force unless and until the same 
shall have been adopted by the said Coininissioncrs, and sealed or 
stamped with their .seal, and thereupon every such Order or Regula- 
tiori shall be considered as made by the said Cominissionera ; and that 
uo Rule, Order or Regulation of the .said Cormiiissioners, except 
Orders made in answer to the Statements and Re[iorts hereinafter 
authorized to be made by Guardians to the said Commissioners, shall 
be in force until the ex|>ii'ation of Fourteen Days after a -written or 
printed Copy of the same shall have been sent by the said Commls- 
sionersj sealed or stamped, and addressed as lastly hereinbefore is 
mentioned. 



'5 



10 



15 



And be it further Enacted, Tliat it shall be lawful for the said 
Commissioners, by Order under their hand 'and seal, to declare any 
Parish or so irmny Parishes or parts of Parishes in Ireland as they may 
think lit to he a District for tlic Relief and Employment of tiicir Poor, 
iind such Parish or Parishc.s or parts of Parishes shall thereupon be 20 
deemed a District for such purpose, and he jointly chargeable with and 
liable to defray the expense ot relieving and empl(jying their inlui- 
bitant Poor. 



And be it further Enacted, That the .said Commissioners shall have 
power to declare the time from which every auch District respectively ^5 
shall be liable as aforesaid to the Relief and Employment of its Poor. 

And be it further Enacted, That in eveiy District in Ireland liable as 
afotesaid to the Relid and Employment of its Poor, a Board of 
Guardians shall be constituted and chosen by the Rate-payers and 
Ownei's of Property in such District, at such time and in such manner 30 
as the .SLtid Commissioners shall direct; ainl the said Commissiuaei's 
shall determine the number and qualllication, and prescribe the duties 
and period of service, as well as tiie lime and mode of election of 
such Guardians, and shall likewise be empowered to dismiss or cancel 
the appointment of any such Guardian, and to direct a new election to 35 
supply his place: Provided always, That in the election of such 
Guardians, the Owner of every rated Property in every District be 
entitled to vote as well as the Occupier, both Owners and Occupiers 
havhig a number of votes proportioned more or less to the value of 
their property or occupation, so as nevertheless that no Owner have 40 
more than Ten votes in the same District, and no Occupier more than 
Five votes. Provided also, That One or more Guardians shall be 

elected 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 9 > 



elected for eadi I’arisb Or part of a Parish included in any District j 
and every Justice of ttic Peace residing in any District, and acting for 
the County or Division in which the same or a part tiicrcof may be 
situated, shall be ex officio a Guardian of such District, and siiall if he 
5. think fit act as a Member qi such Board, in addition to and in like 
manner as such elected Guardians : Provided always, That except where 
otherwise ordered by the said Comiriissioners, no ex officio or other 
Guardian of any such Board tis aforesaid shall have power, to act in 
virtue of such Office except as a Member and at a- Meeting of such 
10 Board ; and no act of any such Meeting shall be valid unless Three Mem- 
bers shall be present and concur therein: Provided also, That nothing 
herein contained shall prevent such Owners and Rate-payers from re- 
electing the same Persons or any or either of them to be Guardians for 
the year next ensuing, nor from electing as a Guardian any Person who 
1 5 may already have been chosen as a Guardian of any other Parish. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Guardians of every District 
appointed as is hereinbefore directed shall, at such time and under such 
regulations as the said Commissioners shall prescribe, proceed to ascer- 
tain and assess the annual value of the several Lands, Tenements and 
20 Hereditaments within the said District, such annual value being the 
cslimated sum at which the particular Property is or might be let by 
the year, deducting therefrom the probable average annual cost of 
repairs thereon, necessary to maintain the property in the condition in 
whicli it might obtain such rent, causing to be made such Surveys 
2,5 and Valuations of the said Property, or any part thereof, as may be 
necessary from time to time to make a fair and just Assessment upon 
the several occupancies of Lands or Tenements within the said District, 
and shall from time to time raise or levy from the occupiers thereof 
such sums as they may find necessary for the due Relief and Employ- 
30 inent of the Poor of such District, which Rates or Levies shall be 
called the Poor-rate of such District; and all such Rates shall be 
made, published, collected and recovered in such manner as the said 
Commissioners shall direct; and the Collectors duly appointed for 
gathering in such Rates, shall be and hereby are authorized to exercise 
35 the same powers and authorities for the collection and recovery of such 
Rates, when due, as are possessed and exercised by law at present, 
by the Collectors of County or Baronial Rates ; and the Rate-payers 
shall have the like power of Appeal against such Rates as they have 
against County or Baronial Rates at present : Provided always, and be 
40 it further Enacted, Tlmt every occupier of lands or tenements .shall be 
entitled to deduct or set oil 6 nc~half oi every sum paid by him towards 
such Rate from the amount of rent which shall at that time be due 
and unpaid by him, if any, and if no rent be at that time due by 
him, then from the next gale or half-yearly rent whidi shall become 
due from him to his landlord or immediate lessor ; and the Collector s 
B receipt 
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receipt for sudi payaient shall discharge such Occupier from so much 
in- of the rent tlien or suhsequently due from him 'as aforesaid; and 
every lessor against whom such payment shall liave heen charged or set 
udj shall be entitled in the same mannei' to deduct or set off fi-otn the 
amount of rent tlien due, or, if none be then due, next thereafter becom- 
ing due from him to his landlord or lessor, a sum bearing the same 
proportion to the year’s rent of his holdings, as One-half of the sum 
levied from the Occupier bears to tlie amount at wliich his occupation 
is valued for one year in the Rate-book of the District. 

And be it further Enacted, Tliat it shall be lawful for the said Com- 10 
missioners, as and when they shall see fit, by order under their hands 
and seal, to direct the Guardians of any District, or of so many 
Districts as the said Commissioners may in sndi order specify and 
declare to be united for the purpose only of appointing and paying 
Officers, to appoint such paid Oflicers with such qualifications as the 15 
said Commissioners shall think necessary for surperintending or as- 
sisting in the administration of the Relief and Employment of the 
Poor, and for collecting tlie Poor-rates, and for the examining 
and auditing, allowing or disallowing of Accounts in siidi District, 
and otherwise carrying the provisions of this Act into execution ; and 30 
the said Commissioners may and they are hereby empowered to define 
, and specify .and direct the execution of the rc8]iectivc duties of such 
Officers, and the places or limits witliin ivliicii tlie same shall be per- 
formed, and direct the mode of the appointment and determine the 
continuance in office or dismissal of such Officers, and the amount and 25 
nature of the security to be given by such of the said Officers as the 
saffi Commissioners shall think ouglit to give security, and, when the 
said Commissioners may see occasion, to regulate the amount of Salaries 
payable to such Officers respectively, and the time and mode of pay- 
ment thereof, and the proportions in which such respective Districts 30 
sliail contribute to such payment ; and such Salaries slmll be charge- 
able upon and payable out of the Poor Hates of sucli District or Dis- 
tricts, 111 the inamier and proportions fixed by the said Commissioners, 
and shall be recoverable against the Guardians of such District or Dis- 
tricts, by all such ways and means as are hereinafter directed for the 35 
recovery of penalties under this Act; and all such payments shall be valid, 
and slmll he allowed in the acemmts of the Guardians paying the same. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and may 
uect the mode and form in which tile Accounts of every such 
alls 01 Union shail be kept, passed and audited; and may and 40 
ley ate hereby autliorized and etnpow'ered to regulate the mode, 
nature and amount of Relief which shall be aftbrded by the Board of 
Guardians or OlBcers of Disiricts to the destitute Poor of their 
tespective Districts ; and also the mode and nature of the work upon 
1 11c i such of the aforesaid Poor as are capable of work shall be em- 

ployed, 
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ployed, and the rate of wages, or mode and nature of payment or 
allowance, in money or in kind, which shall be afforded in return for 
such work; and subject to tlie Rules, Orders and Uegulalions there- 
fore made by the said Commissioners, the Board of Guardians of I3"sr<l of 
a every District shall, as a body, be liable to, and chargeable with, the SS",Lb,. 
itehel and Employment of such ol ttie poor Inhabitants of such Dis- “ re'iovc and 
tnct as may at any time be in danger of perishing from want of the 
necessaries of life ; and for the purpose of attend.,, g to applications from 
such poor Persons, sudt Board shall meet from time to time, and at 
10 such places, and as often as the said Commissioners sliall direct; and 
1(1 the intervals between such meetings, the relieving Ofticer or 
Officers appointed by the said Board under the directions of the said 
Commissioners, shall bo empowered and is hereby required to afford 
such temporary relief in cases of emergency as each case shall require Hviiefin 
15 m articles of absolute necessity, but not in Money, and whether the 
Applicant for relief be legally settled in the District in which he shall 
apply for relief or not. 

• 2(3i 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Com- P™"''®- 
missioneis, and they are hereby authorized and empowered from time ootei buiiUmg 
20 to time as they may see fit, by writing under their hand and seal, to 
order and direct the building or purchase of any Workhouse or other 
Building to be used as an Asylum for tlie Poor in any District, and to 
delermine the situation in which and the plan upon which it shall be 
built or altered for the purpose, and, subject to such directions of the 
25 said Commissioners, the Guardians of any District are hereby em- 
powered to apply such sum or sums of Money out of the Poor Rate 
of the said Distr ict as may be necessary to the defraying of the cost 
of erecting, altering, repairing or fitting up such Building or Build- 
ings; and the said Commissioners may and are hereby authorized by 
30 writing under their hand and seal, to make Rules, Ordcr-s and Regula- 
tions to be observed and enforced in the Workhouses or Poor Asylums 
of every District, for the government thereof, and for directing the 
nature and amount of the Relief to be given, and the Labour to he 
eKacted from the Persons relieved, and the classification and treatment 
35 of the inmates thereof, and the preservation therein of good order, and 
from time to time to suspend, alter, vary and amend or rescind the 
same, and make any new or other Rules, Orders and Regulations to he 
observed and enforced as aforesaid, as they from time to time shall 
think fit; and the said Rules, Orders and Regulations shall be valid 
40 and binding, and shall be obeyed and observed as if they were speci- 
fically made and embodied in this Act. 

and whereas several Works of a public character are being now Gmrdk™ 
or may hereafter be carried on in Ireland, by or under the direchon of wilhSmldof 
the Board of Public Works or of the County or Baronial Surveyor, S”sn,- 
3®’ H 2 vey.ir, '' 
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nncl by mciiiiiJ or u'illi Lhe jutl nt I'UiKlii rfiiscd by ^oncinl or local 
taxation, and that such Works may aflbrd the means of giving em- 
ployment to many of the able-bodied Poor of Ireland, who may 
apply to the Board of Guardians of their respective Pari.shes or Unions 
for relief; BE it Enacted, That the Guardians of any District 5 
shall be and arc empoweved, if they shall think fit (subject always 
to the control and tlircctions therein of the Commissioners), to 
make arrangernents with the Board of Works, or witli the Surveyor, 
Engineer or Contractor engaged in the execution of any Public 
Work in any jiart of Ireland, for the employmont of any number of 10 
the able-bodied poor I-aliourcrs then cluirgeablc to the said Parish or 
Union on such Works, for such time and at such a rate of payment 
as may be determined on between the aforesaid [larlies; and incase 
any able-bodied pauper Labourer, who applies for relief to the said 
Boaixl, and is directed by them to proceed to .such. Works, being pro- 15 
vided with the means of doing so, shall refuse or neglect to proceed 
immediately to fulfil therein tiie directions of the Boai-d, the said Board 
is and shall be discharged from all obligation to afford to the said Pauper 
any relief, so long as -he shall persist in his refusal or neglect as afore- 
said ; and if, being provided with the means of removing himself to the 20 
place to which he is directed by the Boavd, the said Pauper shall not, 
within the time prescribed by the JJoufd, proceed to such destination, 
and present himself I0 the I’crsoa to whom he may be directed ’ey the 
Board, and commence diligently to labour at such work ns he may, 
be by him ordered to perform, and continue to labour thereon to llic 25 
best of his ability, then and in that case such Pauper shall, upon proof 
thereof before any Justice of the Peace, be coimniUed, at the discretion 
of such Justice, to the Gaol or House of Correction of the County or 
City in w'hich he shall be charged with such oflbnce, for not exceeding 
calendar Month, there to be kejjt to hard labour; Provided always, 30 
That the said Pauper shall receive, while employed on such Works, 
either in money or in kind, ut the discretion of the Board, a sufficient 
Allowance for his maintenance in food, clotiiing and lodging : Provided 
also, That his A'Vife and Cliiidren, if any, be likewise in the meantime 
provided with the inciins’or living by the said Board of Guardians, hi 35 
such manner as may seem to them best. 



•28. ■ 

Byni'dofGuar- AISID u'bereas it is and may be doubted whether full employment 
defray tlie of a profitable kind can be found for all the able-bodied poorer xre- 
land within that island, while there is and will probably long continue a 
gmat anti increasing demand for the services of'additional able-bodied 40 
iIrcS oTS- Labourers in several of Hia Majesty’s Colonies : And whereas the intent 
fusai to Bini- of this Act, ( Videlicet, Unit no poor Person in Ireland need jicrishfor vtant 

evate, Board ■ ^ , . . • in 

disohtu-aed of the means of subsistence,) will be : fulfilled il every pooriciso 

danger of so 'perishing be enabled to obtain llic means of subsistence 
Sod Itli I'y I'is °'™ exertions in any part of Ills Majesty’s Dominions ; UE “ 
cols. fcrtli®' 
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further Enacted, That the Board of Guardians of any District shall 
be and are hereby authorized and empowered, subject always to the 
control and directions therein of the said Commissioners, who are 
hereby authorized and emporvered to issue such directions, to apply 
j sucli part of the sums raised by them as Poor Rate from their Parish or 
Union, as they think fit, in defraying the necessary expenses of the emi- 
gration to any of His Majesty’s Colonics, of any able-bodied poor 
Persons that may apply to them for employment, together with their 
Wives and Cliildren under the age of Sixteen, if any ; and in case 
,n any such applicant shall refuse so to emigrate under the directions of 
the Board, the said Board of Guardians is and shall be discharged 
from all obligation to relieve or set to work sudi poor Person or his 
Wife or Children as aforesaid, aoytliing in this Act to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

29. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after passing of this iMiitioi.s of 

• j A-1 » I > poor rerscHS 

Act, the Fatlier and Grandfather, Mother and Grandmother, bon and t« their 
Daughter, Grandson and Grand-daughter, of every poor Person who 
shall be at any time in want of the necessaries of life, shall he and are 
hereby made liable to provide such poor Person with necessary relief, it 
30 capable of doing so; and the Board of Guardians, on the application 

of any such poor Person for relief, shall be and are hereby tinpoworod 1,, 

to make an order, if they think fit, upon any Iverson so remted and Twojustiuef.. 
capable as aforesaid, to any poor Person so applying, for sucli amount 
of relief, and for such time, as the case may in their judgment require ; 
turd in case their order be disobeyed by such Person or Persons, then 
it shall be lawful to any Magistrate, upon the application of the Board, 
to summon such Person or Persons to appear before the next Bench of 
Magistrates to account for such refusal; and such Bench, or any I wo 
Maglstrate.s thereof, shall be and are hereby empowered to hear and 
30 determine the case, and shall thereon, if they think fit, issue a wari-ant 
of distress for the recovery of the sum named in the order, togetlicr 
witli the costs of tire proceedings had, from tlie goods and chattels of 
the Person or Persons proceeded against, to be levied in the manner pi-c- 
scribed hereinafter for all forfeitures or penalties incurred under this Act. 

3 ^' 

35 And be it further Enacted, That if in any District in Ireland no commisyiun- 
lioard of Guardians shall he elected or constituted as aforesaid, in obe- p,“oVcers 
dieiice to the directions of the Commissioners, or if being elected and 
constituted, any Board of Guardians shall persist after due notice and 
admonition in wilting from the Commissioners, in refusing or neglect- act. 

40 ing to obey the directions ofthe Coinmissiouevs in any of the matters 
or"thiugs aforesaid, then and in such case, after the expiration oi Tkirly 
Days li-oni the date of such notice and admonition, tlie said Commis- 
sioners shall be and arc hereby authorized to appoint any iiumhcr of 
Officers to perform all the duties and offices which tlic Guardians are 
hereinbefore required or authorized to perform; and the said Officers 
36. b 3 
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so appointed sliail possess for such pui pose all tlic ])oners and authorities 
hereinbefore conceded to the said Guardians, wliich powersand authori- 
ties. so far as respects the said Guardians, shall iheucefonvard cease and 
deteriiiinc. 

And he it further Enacted, That all Relief given to or on account 
of the IVife, or to or on account of any Child or Children under the 
age of Salcen, not being blind or deaf and dumb, shall be considered 
as given to tlie Husbiind of snch Wife, or to the Father of sucli Child 
or Children, as the case may be, and any Relief given to or on account 
of any Chiid^ or Childien under tlic age of SU-leen of any Widoiv 
shall be considered as given to such Widow. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Man who, from and after the 
passing of lids Act, shall marry a Woman having a Cliild or Children 
at the time of such Marriage, whether such Child or Children be legi- 
timate or illegitimate, shall he lialde to maintain such Child or Children 
as a part of Ids Family, and shall be chargeable with all Relief, or tlie 
cost price thereof, granted to or on account of such Child or Children, 
until such Child or Children shall respectively attidn the age of 
Sixteen, or until the death of the Mother of such Child or Cldidrcn ■ 
and such Child or Children shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
deemed a part of such Husband’s family accordingly. 

And he 11 further Enacted, That any Relief, or tlie cost price thereof, 
«liieh shall be given to or on account of any poor Person above the 
age of J,cy-o„e, or to his Wife, or any part of his family under 
the age ot Sixteen, and which the said Commissioners shall by any Rule, 2 f 
rder or Regulation declare or direct to be given or considered a‘s 
given ly way „f Loan, and whetlier any receipt for such Relief, or 

leieof shall have been given or not by tlie Person to or on account of 
ihoni the same she 1 have been so given, shall he considered and the 30 
same ,s liereby declared to be a Loan to suci. poor Person. 

And be it further Enacted. That in all cases where any Relief shall 

ice 7“ fT 7 -y - 

pice the.eof, sha 1 be treated as a Loan, under the Rules, Orders and 
Regulations of the .,aid Commissioners, or the provisions of this 
Act, It shall bo lawful for any .rnstice. upon the application of the 
Gjrdians or Relieving Officer of the District providing such Relief, 
aM upon proof of the same having been given to or on account 
any such Person, his Wife or Family as aforesaid, and of the 
s me. or any part thereof, still remaining due, to issue a Summons, re- 40 

son or ’ 7 ''“"’ ^"Ployer of such Pei- 

12 “.V Justices, 

whv anv w ' to show cause 

''I'y uny wages due, or which may Ron, time ,0 time become due, 

from 
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from such Masler or Employer, should not be paid over, in wJiole 
or in pait, to such Guardians or Relieving Officer, and if no sufficient 
cause be sho«n to the contrary, or if such Person, or some one on 
his behalf, shall not appear on the return of such Summons, then the 
5 said Justices shall, by order under their hands, direct the Master or 
Employer for the lime being from whom any wages shall be due or 
from time to iimc become due or payable to such poor Person, to 
pay, eithei in one sum, or by such iveeldy or other instalments as the 
said Justices shall in their discretion think fit, taking into consideration 
10 the circumstances of such poor Person and his Family, out of such 
nages, to such Guardians or Relieving Oillccr, the amount of such 
Relief, or so much thereof as shall from time to time be due or unpaid ; 
and the payment to and receipt of any such Guardian shall he a good 
discharge to such Master or Employer for so much of any such Wages 
15 as shall be so paid by virtue of any such order; and if any such Master 
or Employer shall refuse or neglect to pay to the Guardian producing 
ariy such order the Money thereby directed to be paid, according to 
the terms of such order, and at the periods thereby fixed for such 
payment, the same may be levied and recovered, and the payment 
■20 thereof from time to time enforced against such Master or Employer, 
in such and the like manner as penalties and forfeitures are recoverable 
under this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall be 
and are hereby empowered to issue Rules and Regulations for the 
25 binding of poor Children, under tiie age of Sivken Years, who may 
be chargeable to any District, Apprentices to any trade or following, 
within any part of the DoiniEiions of Ilis Majesty; and the Board of 
Guardians or Officers of any District shall therein follow and obey the 
directions, and conform to the Rules, Orders and Regulations made and 
30 issued by the said Commissioners: Provided always, That the terra of 
such Apprenticeship shall in no case endure beyond the period at which 
tiie apprentice shall attain the age of Twenty. 

And be it fuifher Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the Trtqjoniy oi the Rate-payers and Owners of Property in any Dis- 
.35 trict, assembled at a Meeting to be duly convened and held for the 
purpose, after public notice of the time and place of holding such 
Meeting, and the purpose for which the same is intended to be held 
shall have been given, in such manner as the said Commissioners siiall 
prescribe, to direct that such sum or sums of Money (not exceeding 
40 Half the average yearly Rate for the preceding year) as the said 
Owners and Rate-payers so assembled at such Meeting, and 'ooting in 
the manner hereinbefore directed for the Election of Guardians may 
Gink fit, shall be raised or borrowed as a Fund, or in aid of any Fund 
or Contribution, for defraying the expenses of the building and fitting 

j3 up 
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up of any Workhouse or Poor Asylum within and for the use of the 
said District, or of the voluntary emigration of poor inliabitanta of 
such District, or of llieir employment in reclaiming waste land, or in 
making roads, drainages, embankments, or any other public work, or 
of assisting them to settle and locate themselves on any waste lands 5 
within Ireland, or of the purchase of waste lands for such purpose, 
such sum or sums of Money to be paid out of or charged upon 
the Rates raised or to be raised for the Relief and Employment of 
the Poor of such District and to be applied only under and according 
to such Rules, Orders and Regulations as the said Commissioners shall ui 
in that behalf direct: Provided always, That tlie time to be limited for 
the repayment of any sum so charged on such Rates shall in no case 
exceed the period of Ten Years from the time of borrowing the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That where it shall be lawful, imdei the 
provisions of this Act, to raise or borrow any sum or sums of Money for 1 5 
the purposes aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Guardians of such Dis-. 
trict, with the consent of the said Commis.sioners, to be testified under 
their bands and seal, to make application for an advance of any sum 
necessary for any such purposes to the Commissioners appointed under 
an Act made and passed in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his late 20 
Majesty ICingGEOEOE tho Third, intituled, “ An Act to authorise the 
Issue of Excheciuer Bills, and tho Advance of Money out of the 
Consolidated Fund to a limited Amount, for tlie carrying on of Public 
Works and Fisheries in the United Kingdom, and Employment of the 
Poor in Great Britain, in manner therein mentioned,” and of any Act 25 
or Acts passed for amending or continuing tho same ; and the said 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners are hereby empowered to make 
such Advances, upon any such application as aforesaid, upon the 
security of the Rates for the Relief of the Poor in such District, 
and without requiring any further or other security than a charge on 30 
such Rates. 

And bo it fiirtlier Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall be 
and are authorized to determine whether any and what period of resi- 
dence or other qualification shall be deemed and taken to be necessary 
to make any poor Person an Inhabitant of such District within the 35 
meaning of this Act : Provided always, That every poor Person or Per- 
sons being in danger of perishing from want of the necessaries of life 
shall be relieved by the relieving Officer of such District in which he 
or they may happen to be at the time, with such temporary Relief as the 
emergency of the case may require ; and such relieving Officer is hereby 
required to afford such necessary Relief to such poor Person or Persons 
on his or their application in. food or necessaries, but not in money, 
subject always to the Rules, Orders and Regulations of the Cominis- 
sioners thereto relating. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, 'I'liat it shall be lawful for the said Commis- 
sioners and they are hereby empowered, from time to time as they 
may think fit, to require from all Persons in whom any freeholdj copy- 
hold or leasehold estate, or any other property or funds belonging to 
5 any Parish, Townsiiip, Corporation or place, and held in trust for or 
applicable to the Relief ol the Poor, or any other cluiritable purpose, 
shall be vested, or who shall be in the receipt of the rents, profits or 
income of any such estate, property or funds, a true and detailed 
account in writing of tlie place wlierc Riicdi estate may be situate, or 
10 in what mode or on what security such other property or funds may 
be invested, with such detailsof tlie rents, profits and income thereof, 
and of the appropriation of the same, and of all such other particulars 
relating thereto, as the said Commissioners maydircctand require; and 
such Statement or a true copy thereof shall, under the regulations of 
die said Commissioners, be open for the inspection of the Owners of 
Properly and Rate-payers in such Parish or Place : Provided always, 
That nothing hereinbefore contained shall apply to any funds raised 
from time to time by the voluntary contributions of the Inhabitants of 
any Parish, 

20 And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and 
may receive and send by the General Post, from and to places 
within the United Kingdom, all Letters and Packets relating solely 
and exclusively to the execution of tliis Act, free from the duty of 
Postage, provided that such Letters and Packets as siiall be sent to 
25 the said Commissioners be directed to the “ Poor Law Commis- 
sioners” at their Office in Dublin, and that all such Letters and 
Packets as shall he sent by the said Commissioners sliall be in covers, 
with the words " Office of Poor Law Commissioners, pursuant to Act 
of Parliament passed in the year of the reign of His Majesty 

30 King William the Fourth,” jirinted on the same, and be signed on 
the outside thereof, under such words, with the name of such Person 
as tiie said Commissioners, with the consent of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, or any Three or more of them, shall autho- 
rize and appoint, in his own hand-writing, (such name to be from 
35 time to time transmitted to the Secretaries of the General Post Office 
in London and Dublin,) and be seated with the seal of the said Com- 
missioners, and under such other regulations and restrictions as, the 
said Lords Commissioners or any Three or more of them, shall think 
proper and direct; and the Person so to be authorized is hereby 
40 strictly forbidden so to subscribe or seal any Letter or Packet what- 
ever, except such only concerning which he shall receive the special 
direction of his superior Officer, or which he shall himself know to 
relate solely and exclusively to the execution of this Act; and if the 
Person so to bo authorized, or any other Person, shall send, or cause 
or permit to be sent, under any such cover, any Letter, Paper or 
3d. c Writing, 
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Writing', or any Enclosure, other than whac shall relate to the exe- 
cution of this Act, every Person so offending shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of G?2e humh'cd Pounds, and be dismissed from his office; 
one moiety of the said Penalty to the use of IJis Majesty, His heirs 
and successors, and the other moiety to the use of the Person who 5 
shall inform or sue for the same, to be sued for and recovered in 
any of His Majesty’s Courts of Record at 'SVcslminster for offences 
committed in England, and in any of llis Majesty’s Courts of Record 
in Dublin for offences committed in Ireland, and before the Sheriff or 
Stewartry Court of the Shire or Stewartry within which the Party jo 
offending shall reside, or the oOence shall be committed, for offences 
committed in Scotland ; and if any Letter, Paper or Writing, or other 
Enclosure, shall be sent under cover to the said Commissioners, the 
same not relating solely and exclusively to the execution of this Act, 
they are hereby strictly required and enjoined to transmit the same 15 
forthwith to the Secretary of the Post OlHce in London, with the 
covers under which the same shall be sent, in order that the contents 
thereof may be charged with the fall rates of Postage. 

And be it further Enacted, That the leaving of any Summons 
authorized to be issued by any Commissioner, Assistant Commis- 20 
sioner, or Justice of tlie Peace, under this Act, at the usual or last 
knovvn place of abode of the Party to wlioin such Summons shall be 
directed, shall in every case be deemed good and sufficient service of 
such Summons. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any Person shall 'vdlfully 25 
neglect or disobey any of the Rules, Orders or Regulations of the 
said Commissioners, or Assistant Comrai.ssioners, or be guilty of any 
eontemjDt of the said Commissioners sitting as a Board, or shall other- 
wise disobey any of the provisions of this Act, such Person shall, 
upon conviction before any two Justices, forfeit and pay for the first 30 
offence any sum not exceeding Five Pounds, for the second offence 
any sum not exceeding Txcenty Pounds nor less than Fke Pounds, 
and in the event of such Person being convicted a third time, such 
third and every subsequent offence shall be deemed a misdemeanor, 
and such Offender shall be liable to be indicted for the same offence, 2,5 
and shall on conviction pay such fine, not being less than Twenty 
Pounds, and suffer such imprisonment, with or without hard labour, 
as may be awarded against him by the Court by or before which he 
shall be tried and convicted. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Penalties and Forfeitures by 40 
•this Act inflicted or authorized to be imposed for any offence against 
the same shall, upon proof and conviction of tire offences respectively 
before any Justices, either by the confession of the party offend- 
ing, or by the oath of aliy credible witness or witnesses, (which oath 

such 
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such Justices are in every case hereby fully authorized to administer,) 
or upon order made as aforesaidj be levied, together uith the costs 
attending the information, summons and conviction, by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of the OiTender or Person liable or 
^ ordered to pay the same respectively, by Warrant under the hands of 
the Justices before whom the party may have been convicted, or, on 
j)roof of such conviction, by a Warrant under the hands of any two Jus- 
tices acting for the county, riding, barony or division (which Warrant 
such Justices are hereby empowered and requii’cd to grant) ; and the 
10 overplus (if any), after such Penalties and Forfeitures, and the 
charges of such distress and sale, are deducted, shall be returned, 
upon demand, unto the Owner or Owners of such goods and chattels ; 
and ill case such Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures shall not be forthwith 
paid upon conviction, then it shall be lawful for such Justices as 
15 aforesaid to order the Offender or Offenders so convicted to be 
detained and kept in safe custody until return can be conveniently 
made to such Warrant of distress, unless the Offender or Offctiders 
shall give sufficient security, to the satisfaction of such Justices 
as aforesaid, for his or their appearance before such Justices on such 
OQ day or days as shall be appointed for the return of such Warrant of 
distress, such day or days not being more than Seven Days from the 
time of taldng any such security, and which security the Justices as 
aforesaid are hereby empowered to take by way of recognizance or 
otherwise; but if upon the return of such Warrant it shall appear 
2^ that no sufficient distress can be had thereupon, then it shall be law- 
ful for any such Justices as aforesaid, as the case may be, and they are 
hereby authorized and required, by Warrant or Warrants under their 
hands, to cause such Offender or Offenders to be committed to the 
Common Gaol or House of Correction of the county, riding or 
30 place where the Offender shall be or reside, there to remain, with- 
out bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding Three calendar 
Months, unless such Penalties and Forfeitures, and all reasonable 
charges attending the same, shall be sooner paid and satisfied; and 
the Penalties and Forfeitures, when so levied, shall be paid to or for 
33 the use of the District where such offence shall have been committed, 
fo be applied in aid of the Poor Rate of such District. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Owner of property, Rate- 
payer or Inhabitant of any District shall be deemed an incompetent 
Witness in any proceeding for the recovery of any Penalty or For- 
40 feiture inflicted or imposed for any offence against this Act, notwith- 
standing such Penalty or Forfeiture, when recovered, shall be applicable 
in aid of the Poor Rate of such District. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases in which any Penalty 
or Forfeiture is recoverable before the Justices of the Peace under this 

36. Act, 
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Act, it shall and may be lawful for any Commissioner or Assistant 
Commissioner, or any Justice to whom complaint in writing shall be 
made of any sucli offence, to summon the Party complained against to 
appear before any Txvo Justices, and on such Summons tlie said 7 Vc>o 
Justices may hear and determine the matter of such complaint, and 5 
on proof of the offence convict llie Offender, and adjudge hin:i to 
pay the penalty or forfeiture incurred, and proceed to recover the 
same. 

And be it further Enacted, That where any distress shall be made 
for any sum of Money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress io 
itself shall not be deemed unlawful, nor the Party malcing- the same be 
deemed a trespasser, on account of any default or want of form in 
any proceedings relating thereto, nor shall the Party distraining be 
deemed a trespasser ab initio on account of any irreg-ularity which shall 
afterwards happen in making the distress, but the Person aggrieved 
by such irregularity may recover full satisfaction or the special da- 
mage in an action on the case : Provided always, That no Plaintiff 
shall recover in any action for any Irregularity, trespass or -wrono-ful 
proceedings, if tender of sufficient amends shall be made, by or on 
behalf of tlie Party who shall have coinmitted or caused to be com- 20 
milted any such irregularity, trespass or wrongful proceedings, before 
such action shall have been brought; and in case no such tender 
shall have been made, it shall and may be lawful for the Defendant in 
any such action, by leave of the Court where such action shall 
depend, at any time before issue joined, to pay into Court such sum 
of Money as he shall see fit, ^'hereupon such proceedings or orders ^ 
and judgment shall be had, made and given in and by such Court as 
in other actions where the Defendant i.s allowed to pay money into 
Court. 



Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That if any Person or 30 
Persons shall find himself, herself or tliemselves aggrieved by anyorder 
or conviction of any Justice or Justices, where such Person or Persons 
shall be convicted in any Penalty or Penalties exceeding Tive Pounds, 
it shall be lawful for such Person or Persons to appeal to any 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace to be held in and for the 35 
county, riding, barony or division in which such order shall have 
been made or conviction taken place vviihin l^our calendar Months next 
after the cause ot complaint shall have arisen, or if such Sessions shall 
be held before the cxpii-ation of One calendar Month next after such 
cause of complaint, then such appeal shall be made to the next fob 40 
lowing Sessions, either of which Court of Sessions is hereby empow- 
ered to hear and finally determine the matter of the said appeal, and 
to make such order therein as to them shall seem meet, which order 
shall be final and conclusive to and upon all Parties; provided that the 

Person 
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Iverson or Persons so appealing shall give or cause to be given at least 
Fourteen Days notice in writing of his, her or their intention of appeal- 
ing as aforesaid, and of the matter or cause thereof to the Respondent 
or Respondents, and within Five Days after such notice shall enter 
5 into a recognizance before some Justice of the Peace, with sufficient 
securities, conditioned to try such appeal at the then next General 
Sessions or Quarter Sessions of the Peace which shall first happen, 
and to abide the order of and pay such costs as shall be awarded by 
the Justices at such Quarter Sessions or any adjournment thereof ; and 
10 such Justices, apoii hearing and finally determining such matter of 
appeal, shall and may, according to their discretion, award such. costs 
to the Party appealing or appealed against as they shall think proper ; 
and their determination in or concerning the premises shall be conclu- 
sive and, binding on all Parties to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

15 And be it further Enacted, That no action or sinl shall l>e com- 
menced against any Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner or any 
other Person for any thing done in pursuance of or under the autho- 
rity of this Act, until Twmty-onc Days notice hasbeen given thereofin 
writing to the Party or Person against wliom such action is intended 
20 to be brought, nor after sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof shall 
have been made to the Party aggrieved, nor after Three calendar 
Months next after the act committed for which such action or suit shall 
bo so brought ; and every such action shairiie brought, laid and tried 
Vi'here the cause of action shall have arisen, and not in any other 
25 county or place ; and the Detcudant in such action or suit may 
plead the General Issue, ami give this Act and any special matter in 
evidence at any trial wbicU shall be had thereupon; and if the matter 
or thing shall appear to have been done under or by virtue of this Act, 
or if it shall appear that such action or suit was brought before Tzventy- 
^0 Days notice thereof given as aforesaid, or that .sufficient satisfac- 
tion was made or tendered as aforesaid, or if any action or suit shall 
not be commenced within the time before limited, or shall be laid in 
any other county than as aforesaid, then the Jury shall find a verdict 
for the Defendant therein ; and if a verdict shall be found for such 
35 Defendant, or if the Plaintiff in such action or suit shall become 
nonsuit, or suffer a discontinuance of such action, or if, upon any 
demurrer in such action, judgment shall be given for the Defendant 
therein, then and in any of the cases aforesaid such Defendant shall 
, have costs, charges and expenses as between Attorney and Client, 
40 and shall have such remedy for recovering the same as any Defendant 
may have for his or her costs in any other case by law. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Rule, Order or Regulation of 
the said Commissioners, or Assistant Commissioners, or any of them, 
shall be removed or removable by writ of certiorari into any 
of, -D Court 
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Court of Record, except Hi.-? Majesty's Court of King's liencli at 
Dublin ; and that every Rule, Order or Regulation wliich shall be 
removed by writ of certiorari into the said Court of Kino-’s Bench 
shall nevertheless, unless and until the same sliall be declared illegal 
by that Court, continue in full force and virtue, and be obeyed, per- 5 
formed and enforced, in such and the same manner, and by such and 
the same ways and means as if the same had not been so removed. 

And be it further Enacted, That no application shall be made for 
any writ of certiorari for the removal of any such Rule, Order or 
Regulation, except to the Judges when sitting in the said Court, nor 10 
unle.ss notice in writing shall have been left at the office of the said 
Commissioners, at least Ten Days previous to .such application being 
made, and in which notice shall be set forth the name and descrip- 
tion of the Party by or on behalf of whom and the day on which it 
is intended to make such application, together witli a statement of 
the grounds thereof ; and thereupon it shall be lawful for the said 
Commissioners to show cause in the fir.st instance against such applh 
cation, and the Court may, if it shall so lliink fit, forthwith proceed 
to hear and determine the same upon the grounds set forth in such 
notice. 

And be it further Enacted, That previous to any writ of certiorari 
being issued, the Party or Parties appl.ying for the .same slmll enter 
into a recognizance, with sufficient sureties, before One of His 
Majesty’s Justices of the Court of King’s Bench, or before a Justice 
of the Peace of the county or place in which sucli Person shall 25 
reside, in the sum Pounds, with condition to pro.secute the 

same at his or their costs and charges, with cdect, without any wilful 
or affected delay, and in default lliereof, or in the event of such Rule, 
Order or Regulation being deemed legal, to pay the said Commis- 
sioners their full co.sts, charges and expenses, to be taxed according 30 
to the course of the said Court of King's Bench; and if the said 
Rule, Order or Regulation so removed by the said writ of certiorari 
into the said Court of King’s Bench, shall be declared legal by the 
said Court, the Commissioners entitled to .such costs, within Ten Days 
after demand made of the Person or Persons who ought to pay the 35 
said costs, upon oath made of the making such demand and refusal 
of payment thereof, may recover the same in the same manner as' 
any penalties and forfeitures are recoverable under this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That if upon the hearing of the appli- 
cation the Court shall order a writ of certiorari to issue for bringing 4 *^ 
up any such Rule, Order or Regulation, and the same being brought 
into Court shall be quashed as illegal, the said Commissioners 
shall forthwith notify the judgment of the Court to all Districts 

to 
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U> wliicii such Rule, Order or Rcg'ulfiticm shall have been directed, and 
the same shall from tlie time of receiving’ such notice respectively 
be deemed and taken to be null and void to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever 5 provided that such judgment shall not have the P/ovisofor 
5 effect of annulling any contracts made in pursuance or upon the 
authority of any such Rule, Order or Regulation which at the receipt 
of such notice respectively slmli have been executed by either of the 
contracting parties ; Provided also, That no Person shall be liable to NoPevsen to 
be prosecuted, either by indictment or by civil action, for or in respect 
10 of any act done by Itim befoi-e the receipt of such notice, under the otNodee. 
authority and in pursuance of such Rule, Order or Regulation. 

AND whereas provision having been made for the due Relief of PeniiUy^fbr 
such poor Persons as are really in want of the necessaries of life, it 
is expedient to pi'event and punish the begging for Relief in any 
],5 other or irregular manner, for whicli there will no longer remain any 
excuse; BE it Enacted, That every poor Person who shall beg, or 
whose wife or children shall beg for alms in any District after the 
time from which such District shall be by the said Commissioners 
declared liable to relieve its own Poor, shall, upon proof thereof 
20 before any Magistrate, be committed, at the discretion of the said 
Magistrate, to the Gaol or .House of Correction of the county or 
city in which such District is situated, for not exceeding One calendar 
Month, with or without hard labour. 

And be it turther Enacted, 1 hat any poor Person who upon appli- Penalty foe 
25 cation for Relief to tlie Goardiaiis or Relieving Officer of any District, 
and having been set to work by them, shall refuse or neglect the 
work which he is ordered to perform, or shall not duly and to the best 
of his ability perform the same, or udio being admitted for relief 
into any Workhouse, shall behave in a riotous or disorderly manner 
30 therein, or shall neglect or refuse to conform to the rules aud regu- 
lations of the said Workhouse so far as in him lies, shall, upon proof 
thereof before any Justice of the Peace, be committed, at the discre- 
tion of such Justice, to the Gaol or House of Correction of the 
county or city in which such District or Workhouse is situated, for 
35 not exceeding Oue calendar Month, with or without hard labour. 

55 * 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Husband shall desert Pfinaityfor 
his Wife, or any Father or Mother shall desert his or her Children, deserting their 
or W'ilfully leave her or them in such state as to become chargeable 
to any District, it shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, upon 
40 proof thereof on oath being laid before him, to issue his Warrant for 
the apprehension of such Person, and if the olTence be proved upon 
hearing of the case, to commit the offender to the Gaol or House of 
Correction for the county or city in wiiich such ofience is proved for 

oh' E any 
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smy period not exceeding 7V/m’ calendar Montlis, tlici'e to be kept to 
hard labour; and if it should appear the said Person so de- 
serting or leaving his or her Cliildren, is in tlie occupation or pos- 
session of any goods, chattels or oflicr property, the aforesaid Justice 
shall, upon the requisition of the Guardians of the District to which 5 
the said deserted Children have become chargeable, issue Win-rant of 
Distress to levy upon the goods and chattels or other property of the 
said Person, such sum or sums of money as will compensate the said 
Guardians for the amount of Relief aJlbrdod liy them to the sairl 
deserted Children, together with the costs of the Proceediugs. lo 

56. 

niterpveiation And be it further Enacted, That in the construction of tliis Act the 
word “Auditor’’ shall be construed to mean and include every Person 
appointed or empowered to audit, control, examine, allow or dis- 
allow the Accounts of any Guardian; or officer of any District 
relating to the receipt or expenditure of the Poor Rate; the words 15 
“ General Rule"’ shall be construed to mean any Rule relating to the 
Management of the Poor or to the execution of this Act which shall 
at the time of issuing the same be addressed by the said Commis- 
sioners to more tlian One District; the word “ Guardian” shall be 
construed to mean and include any \hsitor, Governor, Director, 20 
A'lanagcr, Acting Cluardiim, Vestryman or other OilicGr in a Parish 
or Union, appointed or entitled to act as a Manager of the Poor, and 
in the distribution or ordering of the Relief to the Poor from the 
Poor Rate, under this or any Act of Parliament ; the words “Justice 
or Justices of the Peace” shall be construed to include Justices 25 
of the Peace of any county, division of a county, barony, riding, 
borough, liberty, division of a liberty, precinct, county of a city, 
county of a town, cinque port or town corporate, unless where 
otherwise provided by this Act ; the word “ Oath” shall be construed 
to include tlie Aflirmation of a Quaker, Separatist or Moravian ; the 30 
words “ Orders and Regulations” shall be construed to mean and 
include any Rule, Ordei’, llegulalion or Rye Law relating to the 
Management or Relief of the Poor, or the execution of this Act, 
which at the time of issuing the same, shall be addressed, directed or 
applied to anyone District, or to any, number of Districts -which 35 • 
shall have been, or by virtue of any order shall be constituted under 
this Act ; the word “ Officer” shall be construed to extend to any 
Clergyman, Schoolmaster, Person duly licensed to practise as a 
Medical Man, Vestry Clerk, Treasurer, . Collector, Assistant Over- 
seer, Governor, Master or iMislress of a Workhouse, or any other 40 
Person who shall be. employed in any Parish or Union in carrying 
this Act or the Laws for the IlcUof of the Poor into execution, and 
whether performing one or more of ilie above-mentioned functions ; 
the word “ Owner” shall be construed to include any, Person for the 
time being in the actual occupation of any property rateable to the 

Relief 
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Relief of ihe Poor, aud not lei to liiin ut I'ack reiil, or any Per.suu 
receiving the rack rent of any sudi property, either on his own 
account, or as mortgagee or other iiicuinhriincer in jio.ssessioii, oi' 
any Person entitled to and receiving on his own account any rents 
5 arising out of such property; and the words “ Rack Rent ” shall bo 
construed to mean any Rent which shall not be less than Two-thirds 
of the full improved net annual value of any property ; the word 
“Parish” shall be construed to include any Parish, City, Borough, 
Town, Townsliip, Liberty, Precinct, Vill, Village, Hamlet, Tithing, 
10 Chapelry, or any other Place or Division or District of a Place, 
whether parochial or extra-parochial, wliich is separately chargealile 
wdlh any Composition for Tithes ; the word “Person” shall be con- 
strued to include any body politic, corporate or collegiate, aggregate 
or sole, as well as any individual ; the word “ Poor” shall be cou- 
15 strued to include any pauper or poor or indigent Person applying 
for or receiving Relief from the Poor Rate in Ireland, or chargeable 
thereto ; the word “ Poor Rate” shall be construed to include any 
Rate, Rate in Aid, Mulct, Cess, Assessment, Collection, Levy, Ley, 
Subscription or Contribution raised, assessed, imposed, levied, col- 
20 lected or disbursed for the Relief or Employment or Emigration of 
the Poor in any District; the words “ General Quarter Sessions” 
shai! extend to arid be construed to include General or Quarter 
Sessions or adjournment thereof for any county, division of a county, 
district, barony, borough, Hberty, division of a liberty, precinct, 
25 county of a city, city, county of a towui, cinque port or town corporate, 
unless where otherwise provided by tliis Act; the word “ Dictrict” 
shall be construed to include any single Parish or any number of 
Parishes or parts of Parishes formed into a District under the pro- 
visions of this Act; and wherever in this Act, in describing any 
30 Person or Party, matter 01' thing, the word importing the singular 
number or the masculine gender only is used,' the same shall be 
understood to include and shall be applied to several Persons or 
Parties as well as one Person or Party, and females as well as' 
males, and several matters or things as well as one matter or thing, 
35 respectively, unless there be :somothing in the subject or context 
repugnant to such construction. 



, 57 ’ 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall extend and apply Act oniy to 

extend to 

only to that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland. ireiand. 



And be it further Enacted, That this Act may be altered, amended 
or repealed in this present Session of Parliament. 



58. 
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